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WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL CHALLENGE 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.06 pm]: I inform the house that it was a 
pleasure to meet with parliamentary colleagues from the Liberal, National and Labor Parties at the Herb Graham 
Recreation Centre on Sunday morning, 4 August. Political issues were set aside while two teams from the 
government and the opposition tried their hand for the first time at playing wheelchair basketball. The 
politician’s game was a curtain-raiser for the far more experienced—and dare I say skilful?—Perth Wheelcats 
and Brisbane’s Spinning Bullets teams. The morning game was organised by Wheelchair Sports WA 
Association. Wheelchair sports started during World War II in Great Britain as rehabilitation for injured soldiers. 
Western Australia was the pioneer state in Australia for wheelchair sports, which started in 1954 at the Shenton 
Park Royal Perth Rehabilitation Hospital by the late Sir George Bedbrook and Mr John Johnston. In 1989 the 
Wheelchair Sports WA Association was born and has continued to grow ever since. Many successful 
Paralympians started their careers with Wheelchair Sports WA, such as Frank Ponta, Louise Sauvage, Priya 
Cooper and Bruce Wallrodt, all of whom went on to compete on an international stage.  

To highlight the achievements of the organisation and wheelchair sports, the Minister for Disability Services and 
the shadow Minister for Disability Services were asked to form two teams to play each other. On Sunday 
morning, the LibNat Cats took on Mark McGowan’s Maulers in a very competitive and entertaining display of 
basketball. There were a number of highlights, including a 360 degree spin by the member for Ocean Reef and a 
spectacular somersault by Hon Ken Travers, member for North Metropolitan Region. The LibNat Cats were 
assisted by the Perth federal candidate, who looked as if he had played the game before. However, it was a team 
effort and the LibNats’ coach was very pleased with the contributions of her team: the members for Darling 
Range, Forrestfield, Jandakot, Ocean Reef, Scarborough, Wanneroo; and her upper house colleagues Hon Paul 
Brown, member for Agricultural Region, and Hon Peter Katsambanis, member for North Metropolitan Region. 
The Mark McGowan’s Maulers’ coach also seemed very pleased with the efforts of her team: the members for 
Albany, Cockburn, Fremantle, Mirrabooka, Rockingham, Warnbro; and upper house colleagues including the 
previously mentioned, Hon Ken Travers, member for North Metropolitan Region. The morning game was great 
fun for all participants and spectators and, more importantly, raised awareness of the tremendous role played by 
the community in organisations such as Wheelchair Sports WA. I pay tribute to all wheelchair athletes, in 
particular to the Perth Wheelcats team, which is regarded as one of the world’s best teams boasting four players 
from the Australian Paralympic Team and which won a gold medal at Beijing and a silver medal at London.  
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